
Summer Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a year!

Outstanding progress made by our students, a very positive OFSTED judgement, national awards in 
recognition for the work we do, international visits by staff and students, residentials and numerous community 
events. These are just a few of the reasons we can look back and celebrate our achievements.

We should also be very proud of what we do in preparing our students for transition into the next phase 
of their lives, work placements and the growing number of business partners we have who are supporting 
our students. Two students will be beginning a Supported Internship in September and our fi rst cohort of 
young adults will begin the YEI project. Our Vestry Café at the Hartlepool Art Gallery continues to be a great 
success in providing our students with work placements and for some, paid work on Saturdays and during 
school holidays. In September we hope to open a shop in Middleton Grange shopping centre to provide work 
placements and accredited courses in retail. More information on this exciting addition to our offer will be sent 
early next term.

We should fi nd out this summer if our bid to take over the Warren Road Centre premises has been successful. 
If so, we will take over the lease and Catcote Futures will move in by January, our sixth form will move to the 
Brierton site which will free up much needed space in the Academy. This will, in my opinion, be one of the most 
signifi cant moves we have ever made and will provide us with capacity we need to meet current and future 
demands on our service. We would like to wish Mrs Kell, Mrs Bartlette and Mr Robson, who are leaving us this 
term, all the very best for the future.

I would like to personally thank yourselves, our Directors and Governors, our amazing staff and very special 
students for making this such a wonderful place to be part of. I could not wish for better support, which in turn 
allows us to take such pride in our work, to enjoy our successes and also to look forward to an exciting future.

Have a great summer.

With kind regards,
Mr Chapman
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Mayor Rob Cook visit

Mayor Rob Cook has made it his mission to visit 
every school in Hartlepool whilst he is Mayor.  
Catcote Academy welcomed the Mayor on 
Monday the 4th July, when he visited school 
to give out certi fi cates in assembly.  Students 
in each class have been taking part in a project 
about Hartlepool and they were challenged to tell 
everyone in school what their favourite place is 
in Hartlepool.  Students told the Mayor they like 
Ward Jackson Park, Summerhill, The Headland, 
Seaton Carew, Sambuccas and the Greensides.  
William asked the Mayor what his favourite 
place is and the Mayor said; “everywhere in 
Hartlepool” because he is very proud of the 
town.  The Mayor enjoyed a tour of the school 
where he met with the Head Teacher and other 
staff  and students.  The Mayor and his assistant 
also enjoyed a coff ee in our school coff ee shop.

Sing and Sign

This year KS3 students have taken part in a sing 
and sign group. They have been rehearsing every 
Friday break ti me ready to perform in front of 
their peers in assembly. They have also taken 
part in a performance at ‘Catcote’s Got Talent’ 
and showed the whole school the songs that 
they have been learning throughout the year. The 
sing and sign group were also invited to att end 
Eldon Grove’s ‘Strawberry Fair’. They confi dently 
performed to parents and students and put on an 
amazing show. Everyone enjoyed the song and 
clapped along for encouragement. 

Ice Skati ng

This year Catcote Futures group decided they 
would like to do ice skati ng at Billingham Forum 
for their Friday morning choices lesson. This has 
been very popular due to it being accessible 
for all abiliti es and our students parti cularly 
enjoyed the social interacti on as they could all go 
together.PD
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Fairtrade Award 2016

Catcote Academy are delighted to have received 
national recognition for the great work they do 
around Fairtrade. 
Katheryn Wise – Education Campaign Officer 
(London) commented “due to there being so 
many amazing entries for the National Fairtrade 
Fortnight Award for Schools this year, they have 
felt the need to introduce a runners up prize 
in order to recognise the efforts schools have 
made.” The runners up award was presented 
along with a cheque for £100 to Catcote 
Academy. 

The work which impressed the judges included 
Catcote Academy working along side Hartlepool 
Town Fairtrade Steering Group to organise the 
‘Fairtrage Big Breakfast’. The 3 day event involved 
schools on Friday, the community on Saturday 
and Churches and Church organisations on 
Sunday. A town wide campaign was launched to 
invite schools and other organisations to create 
their very own Fairtrade Breakfast Muffin. 19 
people took part in the competition and created 
more than 30 different kinds of muffins. 
Friday got off to a great start for Catcote 
Academy students with a delicious Fairtrade 
breakfast. Students, parents, visitors and 
special guests enjoyed Fairtrade jams, juices, 
muesli breakfast pots, drop scones, honey and  
marmalade cake along with Fairtrade tea and 
coffee. 
The morning then got even better with the arrival 
of our special guest Luz, Marina Garcia Ruiz, a 
Fairtrade producer from Colombia. 
Students from across the town came along to 
Catcote to meet Luz and also to take part in the 
Fairtrade Muffin competition. The event was 
attended by more that 60 guests from the region 
including Hartlepool MP Mr Iain Wright who had 
the envious job of being one of the judges in the 

muffin competition. 
Luz received a very warm welcome to Catcote 
as students used instruments they had made 
using Fairtrade coffee beans to join in with the 
Colombian music. Luz was very pleased with the 
welcome and danced with the students. She then 
gave a very informative presentation about how 
Fairtrade has changed her life before answering 
questions from the students and members of the 
community. 
Mr Currell said “I was delighted with the 
enthusiasm our students have shown towards 
Fairtrade and in particular when meeting Luz. 
However I’m also delighted that the work we 
have done here at Catcote has reached the 
attention of people in London and that they gave 
our students this amazing award.” 
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Duke of Edinburgh

Duke of Edinburgh Award students took part in 
a three-day expediti on on Lake Windermere, 
canoeing the full length of the l0 mile long lake 
over two days. The students, some of whom 
had never canoed before, had to overcome a 
horrendous head on wind on the last day with 
some bailing out to avoid any of the canoes 
sinking! Students eventually fi nished with half full 
canoes. They did themselves and the Academy 
proud with both Summerhill canoe instructors 
and the DofE Assessor saying what they have 
achieved was absolutely fantasti c. The students 
also camped out at Low Wray campsite where 
they set up camp and cooked and cleaned 
independently. DofE Leaders Mr. A.Pounder and  
Mrs. J. Goft on are now looking forward to these 
students starti ng their Silver Award.

Athleti cs Festi val

Students from class 2 and class 5 took part in an 
Athleti cs festi val at Middlesbrough Sports Village. 
The students had fun and developed Athleti cs 
skills in a number of disciplines including 
running, throwing and jumping. Students also 
had the chance to meet and compete against 
Paralympian Stephen Miller throughout the day.  
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Link 3 Life Skills Project

As part of their Life Skills lessons, Link 3 have 
been running a breakfast enterprise to raise 
funds for their end of year trip. They had decided 
to go to ‘Hollywood Bowl’ and then on to ‘Frankie 
and Benny’s’ for lunch. To raise the money 
needed, they made bacon and sausage buns for 
staff  and students to order. All students in Link 
3 have parti cipated in preparing and delivering 
meals. They have demonstrated their skills in 
handling raw meats and working to deadlines. In 
total students raised £92.00. 
Well done Link 3!

Conti nuous Cricket

In May, students from class 3b att ended a 
Conti nuous Cricket event at Hartlepool Cricket 
Club.
We made two teams and played other students 
from Springwell, Ash Trees and Priory Woods 
schools.
The weather held out, and students had a great 
ti me working really well as part of a team.
The students did really well and we are hoping to 
get some cricket sessions in school next year.
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Year 7 transiti on’s

We would like to welcome our new Year 7 
students who will be joining the Academy in 
September.
The students have taken part in weekly 
lessons with some of our teaching staff , visited 
Summerhill and stayed for school lunch.
Here are a few snaps of them enjoying their 
transiti on.

Hartlepool Yacht Club
In June, students from classes 2, 3a, 3b and 4a 
took part in sailing at Hartlepool Yacht Club.
Students were very nervous at fi rst but 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience. They 
developed their self esteem, confi dence, 
teamwork and trust in their fellow classmates. 

The students did really well with listening to 
and following instructi ons on how to be safe 
around the water. We are hoping to get some 
more sailing sessions for diff erent classes in 
the September term.
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Sky Sports

Students at Catcote Academy have taken part in 
another successful ‘Sky Sports Living for Sports’ 
project. On 20th April, students spent the day 
with Sky Sports mentor and Olympic medalist 
Chris Cooke.
This is the fi ft h Sky Sports event students have 
been involved in.
On the morning, students took part in team 
building games and a presentati on where Chris 
talked about the 6 keys to success. 
In the aft ernoon, students took part in a Kwick 
Cricket competi ti on and fi nally some badminton 
with a specialist coach.

Catcote students received signed cards 
from Chris as well as a band and T-Shirt 
Freebies.
We hope to conti nue our links with Sky 
Sports next year.

Tees Valley Sports

Our students competed at the Tees Valley Sports 
Swimming Gala and Wheelchair Basketball 
tournament. The KS3 students who were taking 
part in the Swimming Gala were competi ng 
against other schools in the region. The two boys 

both competed in the freestyle race with one 
of them achieving a bronze medal! The other 
student also competed in the backstroke event 
and managed to achieve a fantasti c bronze medal 
too! The two girls swam in the freestyle and 
back stroke races with one of them achieving a 

The other students competed in a 
wheelchair basketball competi ti on 
with a mixed team made up of Catcote 
Academy students and Dyke House 
students. Our students really put in 
a lot of eff ort despite never really 
practi cing and playing against well 
drilled students. We came close to a 
win and had a lot of passion. All in all it 
was a really great day out.

bronze and silver medal and the other 
claiming 4th.PD
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Post 16 Study Programme 

This term S4 has been working on ‘Employability’. 
They have been learning the diff erence between 
a skill and a quality. They have also been working 
to plan and review their own learning and state 
how they could improve, giving them a working 
acti on plan with targets to aim for. This has 
been a very challenging task. All students have 
accessed a work placement out in the community 
to experience a working environment in real work 
life situati ons. 

Independence in the home
Students have been learning how to shop within 
a budget so that they can plan their meals 
and fi nd the best deals in the shop to buy the 
ingredients.
Students are beginning to organise themselves 
when preparing and cooking food. 
They have worked on being safe in the home 
by taking part in tasks from using domesti c 
appliances to washing the laundry independently. 
This is to improve their skills in being able to look 
aft er themselves in the home.

Fundraising & Holidays

The students have been working hard learning 
how to organise fundraising events for their class 
trips. 
This year they have organised the following 
events;
• Valenti ne Disco
• Easter Fayre
• Tuck shop
• Weighing in clothes

All the money they raised went towards S4’s trip 
to Liverpool. The purpose of the Liverpool trip 
was for the students to put all of the life skills 
that they have learnt into practi ce, from asking 
the hotel staff  of any issues to ordering their own 
meals independently and accessing new areas 
safely. 

PD
FO

pt
im

 Li
te



Parents and Friends
We are a Registered Charity, which gives us greater 
opportunity to extend our fund-raising within the 
community. The committee is made up of parents, 
staff and friends of the school. As a group we would 
like to extend our membership to include more 
parents and friends on the committee and to organise 
more community events this coming academic year.
If you would like to join us, or just come along for a 
chat to see what we’re all about, please just turn up 
for our next meeting.
Parents and Friends work closely with the school 
and help to provide the very necessary extras that 
are needed, but not financed by the local authority/
budget e.g. trips, computer equipment, play and 
social equipment, science and technology ‘extras’. 
We are always looking for new ideas for fund-raising 
events so please get in touch if you feel there’s 
something we should try.

How funds were used in 2015/2016
- Life Skills Equipment Class 6
- Christmas Fayre
- Easter Fayre
- Summer Fun Day
- S4 Liverpool trip
- Music Equipment
- Sensory equipment for Garden class 5
- Summer Ball

Next Meeting

15:30 pm Thursday, 15th September 2016

Insight Day
TWO caring school workers have rolled up their 
sleeves and headed out on the employment trail 
in a bid to sign up companies willing to offer work 
experience to pupils with special needs.
Amanda Metcalf and Jackie McGarry, from Catcote 
Academy, undertook shifts at a number of businesses 
across the town to ascertain whether their children 
would be able to withstand the rigours of various 
employment roles.
The pair spent Sunday in McDonald’s, working the 
8am-4pm shift on everything from food preparation 
to cleaning and counter skills.

Catcote Sixth Form Lead Amanda said: “We have 
some really great young adults here and all they need 
is an opportunity to shine. They may have certain 
needs but they are very capable of doing a good job 
and we would love people to give them a chance.
“Jackie and I decided to go in and check out the jobs 
for ourselves so we could best match the pupils with 
the opportunities”.

“McDonald’s was a really interesting shift, it was hard 
work and quite fast-paced but certain aspects would 
suit some of our young people who will now visit 
McDonald’s for a taster day with a view to beginning 
a work placement for one day per week in September 
for the academic year as part of their personalised 
post-16 study programme”.

“A job coach would also accompany young people 
from Catcote Academy who access a work experience 
placement in a local business ensuring they would 
receive assistance as and when it was required.”
Following on from McDonald’s, Jackie and Amanda 
also spent time at Ashbank Laundry and will be 
undertaking further shifts at J&B Recycling, Hartfields 
Retirement Village, The Grand Hotel and Mecca 
Bingo.
Amanda continued: “Catcote Sixth Form has 
implemented a new study programme over the last 
two years for its post-16 learners, which concentrates 
on independent living skills and employability skills.

“The students have really enjoyed the new 
curriculum and have thrived in the work-based 
learning areas within Catcote Academy as well with 
local employers.”

Jackie McGarry the Careers and Work Experience 
Coordinator added: “We are so grateful to employers 
for getting on-board”.

“We realise the unknown may be a bit daunting to 
them, but they get a lot out of helping our students 
too and with a job coach there to look after them it 
won’t be anything time-consuming for the employer.”
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Erasmus Enterprise
Linking Business, Enterprise and Entrepreneurial 
Skills Internati onally. 
This year teachers at Catcote Academy wrote an 
applicati on for a 3-year Enterprise project to run 
from 2015 to 2018. The project involves working 
with partners from Italy, Germany, Sweden and 
Turkey. The aim of the project is to look at the 
links between educati on and employment. The 
project involves students visiti ng and learning 
about and from all the partner countries.
 
In November 2015 Catcote staff  were hosts to 
9 guests from across Europe to discuss project 
acti viti es and outcomes, prepare a detailed 
ti metable of project acti viti es at the nati onal and 
internati onal level as well as agreeing and sharing 
roles of responsibility.
 
In January 2016 we took part in our fi rst 
educati onal visit with students. The students 
fl ew to Italy to meet key project partners from 
parti cipati ng countries, students, teachers, 
members of school management and business 
links. There were cultural tours of the city centers 
of Todi and Rome. The students also explored 
enterprise acti viti es and experiences that take 
place in Todi. The world market day was a huge 
success. Our student made gift s to sell to the 
partner countries and we were the only school to 
sell all of our products!
 
In March students went to Germany. Students 
took part in a range of enterprise tasks such 
as the second world market day in a German 
shopping center. Our students took part in 
enterprise lessons in Germany, developing new 
ideas, which they can use back in the UK.

Kirkletham Museum and Owl Centre
Although we didn’t have a great start to the day 
on the weather front, we did not let it spoil our 
day as most of the att racti ons were indoors.  
There was a Lego exhibiti on that all the pupils  
really enjoyed as they were given a task to fi nd a 
fl ying pig within the exhibiti on itself.  We visited 
the museum and had lots of laughs trying on 
clothes from the 18th century.  Then we went 
to visit the Owl Centre and had a walk around 
looking at all of the birds. Following seeing the 
birds,  we went in to a cabin where we were 
shown lots of diff erent animals including, snakes, 
lizards and rats.
We all agreed that it was an amazing day and that 
we would go back to visit again soon.
A small group of Lifelong Learners from Catcote 
Futures went to look at the art exhibiti on at the 
Balti c in Gateshead. They enjoyed looking at the 
sculptures, drawings and painti ngs from diff erent 
Briti sh Arti sts. They were very impressed by what 
they saw and came back full of ideas of what they 
could do next year in their art sessions. 
A highlight of the trip for students was to stop off  
at a local pub for their lunch.  
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Sports Day
Unfortunately we had to move Sports Day to the 
morning to avoid the rain, so parents where unable 
to attend at the short notice. 
On the morning, students took part in races and 
throwing and jumping events. Several students lead 
activities and instructed others really well.
This year, students took part in some fun activities  
such as tin can alley with water pistols and hook-a-
duck.  Students worked extremely well together and 
had great fun.
The Giving Nation ‘Get Set for Action’ scheme 
provided funds to theme a project in schools around 
the Olympics.
S4 planned to incorporate this theme into Sports Day.
The reprographics group helped to design and 
produce the T-shirts en masse working with S4 to 
produce 141 T-shirts in two days!!.
The students were very proud of their tshirts and 
were able to take them home as a reminder of their 
efforts and of a great day! Well done everyone.

The Giving Nation provided Catcote with funds to 
enhance our project to include the following:

Hand printed T-shirts for every student
Ice creams for every student
Refreshments provided and served by  
Springboard 

Having this pot of money to utilise enabled the 
whole school to be involved, not only on the day but 
throughout the whole process.
All students put their own designs on the T-shirts and 
produced Olympic themed bunting to decorate the 
hall.
This project can be viewed online 
‘GETSETFORACTION’. The students involved in the 
project have the chance to win prizes for their project 
and the reports they upload to the site. We have 
so far we have won posters, flags, treats and this 
morning an IPAD. Well done team!
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Summer Fun Day
This summer, we had our 2nd annual outdoor 
Summer Fun Day on the 2nd of July.
It was a fantastic day, which was supported very 
well by parents/friends, carers, students and staff 
alike. 

Great fun was had by all!!!

We had a selection of stalls ranging from arts and 
crafts to tombola’s and raffles, displays by Elite 
Boxing Academy, Hawks Cheerleaders, Urban 
RocZ and The Hartlepool Special Needs Support 
Group. 

There was live music all afternoon to make the 
day a delight and smiles could be seen in every 
direction. 

We also managed to raise over £1500 in the 
process, which will be used to enrich the 
curriculum and experience of Catcote Academy 
students.  
Parents and Friends work very closely with the 
Academy to help provide extra funding and 
resources. We are always looking for new ideas 
for fund-raising events, so please get in touch if 
you feel there’s something we could try. 
A big thank you to the people and businesses 
who provided raffle prizes and donations.
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