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Music development plan summary:  
Catcote Academy  
Overview  

Detail  Information  

Academic year that this summary covers  2026-2027 

Date this summary was published  September 2026 

Date this summary will be reviewed  September 2027  

Name of the school music lead  Cheryll Kung  

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different)  

Carla Byrne 
JohnnyAsh  

Name of local music hub   Tees Valley Music Service  

Name of other music education organisation(s) (if 
partnership in place)   

Rock Steady, Bamboozle, 
We Make Sound, Open 
Orchestra 

  
This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas 
– curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are 
planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what 
our school offers and who we work with to support our students’ music education.   

Part A: Curriculum music  
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 
any music qualifications or awards that student can achieve.  
 
Red Pathway  

At KS3 students have the opportunity to engage and develop awareness and knowledge of the 
cultures and communities in which they are being taught through explicitly planned topics which 
have a musical strand of learning (topic/Commando Jo). Musical elements are intrinsically linked 
with the topic but coincide with recommendations from the music model curriculum.   
Approximately 3-6 hours in at least 2 learning topics within the year are dedicated to the 
engagement and exploration of music. Designated music teacher delivering sessions across the 
academy during the school day, lunch break club and an after school club, allowing a wide range 
of students to have the opportunity to explore Music and composition. 
 
When taught, students aim to explore music through 3 threshold concepts of which are 
differentiated into 3 learning phases to ensure accessibility to all.   
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1. Responding – How they listen and engage with sound through the use of their body 
(tapping, humming and moving as well as being able to identify feelings, emotions and 
purpose of the music in which they listen to)  

2. Understanding – Developing knowledge of instruments, historical and cultural concepts 
of the music in which they listen to.   

3. Creating – Exploring sound through instruments, including those with cultural reference 
as well as composing and performing music and songs of what they have listened to 
including their own.   

  

At KS5 the WRL Creative Arts sessions allow students to have the opportunity to take part in 
internal and external visits linking to the relevant brief. This provides students with the 
opportunity to explore sound engineering, electric instruments and the music industry. 
Students compose and generate their own soundscapes, podcasts and live recording at local 
cultural venues, which supports the understanding of how noise can be a resource and 
enhance a listener's experience, therefore offering appreciation within the acoustic 
environment we live in.  Students also have opportunities to partake in ‘Digital Media’ 
whereby students can further explore their interest into music through understanding the job 
opportunities within the music industry whilst exploring their music and performance skills.   

The teaching schemes aim to be fun, modern, inclusive and engaging whilst supporting 
students learning, understanding and connectivity with different styles of music from various 
cultures whilst forming their own musical opinions and learn to make their own musical 
decisions.  

 

Yellow & Blue Pathway  

Students in the Yellow and Blue pathways access music as part of a fortnightly performance 
session which includes elements of Music, Dance and Drama. Students are exposed to a 
range of musical genres, styles and concepts as well as being introduced to fundamental 
musical elements such as tempo or rhythm.   

Music is used regularly throughout the curriculum to enhance learning and understanding of 
topics and ideas – such as the use of songs to exemplify our academy values or within our 
assembly challenges.    

Students are invited to take part in Sing and Sign sessions throughout the year learning songs 
to perform within assemblies and events. Additionally, students have opportunities throughout 
the year to be recorded and make music videos.   

In Phase 2 students may have the opportunity to explore music as a vocation. As part of the 
Catcote Crew strand students can explore the world of DJ/digital sound production as well as 
being introduced to other vocations within the music industry such as being a sound engineer, 
pods cast sounds expressed through Sound scaping, poetry and literacy.   

Using Open Orchestras as part of our music provision ensures all students can access and 
enjoy making music. The programme provides inclusive opportunities for learners to create, 
perform, and explore music using accessible instruments and technology. Through 
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participating in Open Orchestras, students and staff develop musical skills, confidence, 
communication, teamwork, and creativity while working collaboratively with their peers. It 
promotes inclusion, self-expression, and achievement, enabling every learner to experience 
success and enjoyment through music 

 

 See Equals My Music Programme of Study for further information behind the Yellow and Blue 
Music curriculum.   

 

Part B: Co-curricular music  
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 
beyond the core curriculum.  

At Catcote, all learners have the opportunity to participate in weekly performing arts 
session which result in two main performances, talent shows and an end of year 
production, all students that take part have the opportunity to sing and perform as part 
of a group or a solo performance.  Students have the opportunity to opt into Lunchtime 
singing groups such as sing and sign and school choir. 

Within the Yellow and Blue pathways, students take part in 3 performance weeks per 
year – These are drop down events were students are invited to take part in one off 
performances and immersive experiences to enhance their learning.   

 

Part C: Musical experiences  
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in 
assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.  
Here at Catcote, students have the opportunity to not only take part but to watch their 
peers perform in the:  

• End of year production  
• Masked Singer  
• Catcote’s got Talent  
• Lantern Walk/songs around the fire  
• Lip Dub- Shared external 
• Singing Hands   
• Spotlight – sing at a variety of internal and external community events (Trashion 

Shows, Elderly Care Homes, Wintertide festival 
• School Choir – Catcote’s on Tour two-day event 
• Christmas Musical 
• Inner space – immersive environments created with the use images and sound 

to enhance student experience  
• Perform a musical in a professional environment  



4  

In the future  
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.  

•  Expand on lunchtime music sessions and after school music club  

• Opportunity to enjoy live musical performance at least once a year 

•  Instrumental and vocal teaching for individuals (Gifted)  

•  Implementation of open Orchestras throughout the whole school 

•  Bringing music into core subjects in red pathway through Topic and Creative 
Communities 

•  Introduce Sounds of Intent and Trinity Music Awards  

•  Purchasing further resources and instruments  

•  Create further links local cultural musical practitioners, poets, sound engineers 
and music schools  

•  Access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice  

•  A school choir or vocal ensemble  

•  A school ensemble, band or group  

•  Space for rehearsals and individual practice  

•  A termly school performance  

•  Student lead Music podcasts 

•  Student/staff arts council Music leads 

•  Student Voice for Music through School Arts council 

  


	Overview
	Part A: Curriculum music
	Yellow & Blue Pathway

	Part B: Co-curricular music
	Part C: Musical experiences
	In the future

